MEN OF POWER
which dated from the twelfth century, and there came
under the influence of a remarkable man, Thomas
Beard, the school's headmaster. Beard was a bache-
lor of divinity and master of arts from Cambridge,
a staunch Puritan, and a progressive educator. His
curriculum included not only training for the mind
but for the body and spirit as well. To this end he
supplemented the conventional studies in spelling, read-
ing, mathematics, Latin and Greek, with tennis, wrest-
ling, running, swimming, riding, and hunting and
shooting with the longbow. Oliver excelled in these
activities. Beard even introduced dancing and taught
the youthful Puritans how to praise God with the
rhythm of their feet. He also had an interest in drama
and directed his students in the production of plays on
classical subjects. In one of these plays Cromwell had
a role in which he spoke these lines:
This crown and robe
My brow and body circles, and invests;
How gallantly it fits me, sure the slave
Measured my head that wrought this coronet
They lie who say complexions cannot change,
My blood's ennobled, and I am transformed
Into the sacred temper of a KING.
As he delivered this speech, Cromwell took up the crown
and placed it upon his own head.
The King James Version of the Bible was first
published in 1611, when Cromwell was twelve years
of age. Beard probably used this version in his school